
Good Morning!  I’m Wayne …. 

 I’ve had the chance to meet most of you, but there will be a few 

worshipping this morning who are trying place me.  It may help to know 

where I normally sit when we worship.  I sit beside my wife, on the light 

blue sofa by the window in our living room. (Faded shorts, old Tshirt?) 

Okay, it’s a cliché now to say these are weird times. 

This is the week that we’ve been waiting for, one we’ve been anticipating. 

It's been two months now, waiting for this 2nd
 Phase of the restart that’ll get 

our lives back to ‘normal’. We’re sorry now that we were so disparaging of 

our previous frenetic lifestyle, the exhausting coming and going of the rat 

race … …we’re missing it. 

The truth of it is ….it has been a hard, weirdly different, scary and lonely 

time for many.  Also, it has been sobering to admit that it's difficult to 

spend so much time together- as a couple or as a family - time we had 

longed to have more of before Covid 19. For many, being physically isolated 

from the family members and loved one has been especially hard… not able 

to touch or wipe the brow of those who are sick and in isolation, or 

embrace those with whom we are grieving the loss of a loved one. Being 

isolated, and having to wait and watch while others suffer, has been a 

suffering in itself. 

Pastor Dave has encouraged us to read the weekly Lectionary Scriptures. 

(We may not do it every week, but when we have, it can be a tie that binds 

us together… It puts us on the same page) I Peter 4 one of our readings this 

week, uses the term: a fiery ordeal/’painful trial’ to describe the suffering 

that the church in Asia Minor is experiencing …and Peter encourages them 

to see how that suffering strips away their trust in external things, and 

deepens their trust Christ… their identification with him. 



That can also be true for us. One unexpected consequence of the ‘painful 

trial’ of Covid 19, for Lynn and I, has been the anticipation we have for our 

times of worship – and the discovery that this remote mode of worship can 

be surprisingly intimate and connected. On the right side of your screen, 

you can “see” each other …  the kind of seeing that is not just a function of 

the eyes. The Acts passage that was read for us this morning tells how the 

apostle’s time of waiting - while clustered in their own bubble – added a 

joyful focus to their worship together.  

In this week’s lectionary readings, you will have noticed 4 scripture 

passages for Thursday - Ascension Day - in addition to the four Sunday 

passages.  Perhaps there so much is going on in this 50 day crucible 

(between the resurrection and Pentecost) this unveiling of God’s salvation 

plan for all humans/all history – that Thursday is needed in order to 

squeeze in the dramatic biblical account of the Ascension of Christ. 

It's unfortunate though, if this reducing of Jesus’ ascension to a “midweek 

moment” makes it easy to overlook. In one commentary on our passage, 

scholar Matt Skinner blames what he calls  impaired liturgical tradition… 

for keeping the Ascension hidden from the church by insisting we observe 

it on Thursdays. That is very damaging if it means we miss how the 

ascension connects Jesus to life in the here and now, and to our 

understanding of his ongoing presence among us. 

(The Ascension of Christ is what I’d like us to shine light on in our worship 

this morning.)  

Context really matters for understanding this Ascension passage.  There is a 

huge degree of anticipation that accompanies this remarkable, dramatic 

event.  The Acts of the Apostles begins where Luke’s Gospel left off: the 

resurrected Jesus has appeared to the disciples and over a period of 40 days 

he teaches them and shows them what his resurrection means … going 

forward.  They understand now what he was he was saying when he told 



them to anticipate his Ascension, and what exactly what it would mean: 

John 14:19-20 

Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see 

me. Because I live, you also will live.  On that day you will 

realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in 

you. (NIV). 

 And now, that anticipated day has arrived. 

And there is more. Jesus culminates this earthly time with them with 

additional promises. Jesus’ followers will receive the power of the Holy 

Spirit, and once unleashed - the power of HS leading them- they will be 

witnesses to His resurrection the world over. The kingdoms of the old world 

have passed away, and a new world – the Kingdom of God, the new normal, 

has begun. 

They are the witnesses to Phase 1 of this Kingdom- Jesus’ resurrection. 
Ground zero. As Pastor Dave put it, the new testament church was all about 

3 things: the resurrection, the resurrection, the resurrection! 

Phase 2 will unfold right where they are in Jerusalem… the same Jerusalem 

where Jesus had been hung on a cross just weeks before. 

In time, Phase 3: Holy Spirit would lead them throughout the broader 

Roman province of Judea, then phase 4 - northward into the enemy 

territory of Samaria. Ultimately, God’s great Kingdom on earth would 

overcome the world, reaching to the ‘ends of the earth’.  

Everyone - the disciples and everyone who hears their account of these last 

promises of Jesus  -  the women, Jesus’ mother Mary and his brothers – are 

brimming full with great expectation that this is the day that God will 

propel them into action. 



The ascension is not the end of Jesus ministry in the world… Instead 

(Timothy Keller says) it is the detonator that will ignite an explosive new 

power into the world. 

(Power, Holy Spirit, witnesses of the resurrect, forgiveness of sins, 

participation in God’s reign … expansion across cultural and geo-political 

lines - but also great opposition - …God has remarkable things in store for 

Jesus’ motley crew.) 

  

For the modern reader, it’s important that we don’t let the dramatic images 

of Jesus ascending into the sky, being taken up and away, contribute to a 

sense of His removal from human society, a bowing out of our daily 

experiences. …  The precise opposite is the point of the ascension as Acts 

describes it.  

  

Mark’s gospel tells us, His ascension takes him to the right hand of God. 

(Mark 16:19). And that also may cause us to believe Jesus is somehow in 

another realm, with God.  (Well, what does ‘sitting at the right hand of God’ 

mean?) 

  

What is clear to the disciples, but perhaps not to us, is that the right hand of 

God is not a place, as if they could find Jesus and His Father sitting 

together somewhere in a heavenly throne room. 

-    In Windsor Castle there is a room – the Garter Throne room – 

where the throne upon which Queen Elizabeth sat at her coronation 

can be found.  I expect it to be kept in very pristine condition. 

  



-          The janitor at Windsor castle  who attends to the throne room must 

regularly ascend the few steps up to the throne … and, if he or she is as 

nervy as I am, they may very well sit themselves down on it. “If they could 

see me now!” But they would not be the monarch for those moments.  The 

throne of England is not in a place … it is a status. The Queen is the 

monarch because 1) of her blood kinship with her father, and 2) the 

commitment it means for a lifetime of servanthood on behalf of her 

country’s citizens. 

The apostles - while clearly in awe of the dramatic manner of Jesus 

ascension – had been told what it meant. The reference was not to a 

location in the heavens but so that they would know that the Power of the 

HS which was to come was from God the Father, and Jesus … at his right 

hand.  It is Jesus’ enduring love - that caused ‘their hearts to burn within 

them’ – which will be their companion.  

So, ‘wait for the power of high to ‘clothe’ them’(Luke 24:49)… that they 

would do with great joy’! 

The waiting period conditions them to be attentive to God’s leading. The 

group is sequestered, yet they are expectant. They are obeying Jesus’ 

commands, but even more, their joy expresses a readiness for the wild 

stuff yet to come.  

An application here for us: When we celebrated Gary and Cheryl Bennett 

moving into their retirement, we prayed that God would help us all:  with 

the matters of the heart that were so much the hard part of it for us, and 

with the actual pastoral transition. We did all that could be done to make it 

a seamless transition. We prayed: “Lord, help us to trust you, trust that you 

are preparing the way ahead for us.” And we waited.  When applications 

didn’t flood in , I remember we prayed again: ‘Help us to trust you, Lord … 

and the plans you have for us.” Again, we waited.  For our waiting period 

God sent Pastor Dave, who let God’s word speak to us. Dave is a gifted 

Bible listener, and God spoke.  Focussed on God’s word – one day at a time 



- our hearts healed. And despite being in the middle of a pandemic/painful 

trial, Dave and Christine became one answer to our prayers, a gift hidden in 

plain sight. Our ‘no longer interim’ lead preacher flew away last week, but 

‘he will return, just as he left’. (Apparently, the less Dave and Christine saw 

of us, the more they became committed to us!) 

All this happened while we waited… in anticipation. While the church 

building was mostly silent and empty week after week, (in Martin Luther’s 

words) the gospel was running its course… spreading out to the homes all 

over the city in which we were sequestered. With the Covid virus stripping 

away a lot of external distractions, we are finding new ways to connect with 

our beloved bubble family …. and with our neighbours near and, especially, 

far. This pandemic has gotten us a lot closer to those at the ends of the 

earth.  We see that people the world over live very much like us. May this 

realization make our prayers for their safety and for God’s blessing, flow 

from our hearts. 

We know we have more waiting ahead, for more growth through the            

‘painful trial’ of Covid 19, and more compassionate outreaching. And we           

are trusting God to lead the way with our pastoral staff needs. 

This time, from the ends of the earth, God has sent us our ‘lead waiters” …. 

the Fernando family!  They are great mentors in the joy of waiting - they’ve 

had more than 20 years experience at it. They are God’s witnesses to us that 

all those years waiting in a Namibian refugee camp, a time that included 

fiery ordeals that we cannot image, served to deepen their trust in God. 

They are a Godsend of joy to us – and we to them!  

Meanwhile we participate, all together with Christ and with Power from on 

High, as the gospel continues to run Its course, and we run with it as 

disciples of Christ….with Christ in front of us, behind us and within us. 


